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B 5RMDAH (C

~A5F =R THENEEHT 2 A XK
Ly D « ALY Y (At : giEsems) ~

Ly «o2ALI AT A%
BWSHAZHTHEICG>TZD(
197948, 37FmDEFE > 7=

LECK SINGKHAMTANH left Laos by swimming
across the Mekong River and became a
refugee when he was 37 in April 1979.

1975%. SF R
BEAN ML HORITITEREL
HEFRBUEICBIT

In 1975, Laos became a socialist county
like its neighbors Vietham and Cambodia.

#HREF—ZL.
ERICEEL G B>
The society changed and

the people lost their freedom.

COENZI
BERHFRZLO

This country has
no future.

22tV Ti z512!
whELw KIELBARIZITIS

If we stay our lives Yes! I should take

will be in danger. Jlour family to Japan.
o

o

o

BARRBEFRTEELLT
BoLlllbHhal
BREERLD B

In Japan Iworked as a

company trainee, and I have

experience as a translator

Ly 73z XKWV A ZHU
BFERTREEERZ &ICULE
Leck decided to cross the river, leave

Laos to see what it was like, and
to then bring his family out too.

L. BAEAR

Roboi6i8byis
EREfmIcEBIhTLES
If I'm found, I’'m finished.

The border guards will shoot me.

j—

OO

°oo

mISLEEORT .
Il T Ep)IeELZ
On aboat, I might Good, the sun is down,
get caught ... I can cross the river!
g
(@)
)

MBS RLA
BFelThuvdiic

The current is strong,
but I can’t make a sound.

farther.

HEHL-
Just a little




4 ) . ~SETmE
. VS S 1 XAl
ok RABZOUT ETHLeLL D T
FEPFLEBILXKVT Thailand:
Atlast.I'm in Thailand ... JECE 2 DIIEIRTE Mekong riverside

\3 é: There is no way my
wife and children

could

swim across like this.

MRTRZLIEZARE

Thave to get a message
to them to cross by boat.

Vy 2R3 AIP?

Is that
big brother Leck?

EHLI:ATTH
CARLZIAT?!

g (%4
RIEIZRET TN

Please. Take this to
my wife.

NZE->TSHRADG
BT TERAL

I crossed the river.
I escaped from Laos.

What’s happened?
Why are you here?

I FHEH
AH-TW53

There’s a letter
inside.

Zob
&4 THOEBHIIC
22T hok

I'm glad I was able
to find you here.

R FIESHARALR
ERERD 20

My family is still in Laos.
I want to contact them.

LLEAL
RBOomhE5iik-iz6
EYELTIETTh

If it looks like the soldiers
might find it, tear it up and
throw it away.

\

bhrol ¥ T!
PBIEIET

Igot it. Leave it to me.
I promise to deliver it.

FWEAP Ai No.48/17



KEKIEZA) I ASITFHRI
HhhoBELED BEIDIEAH
I hope it gets through... Iwonder if he was able
After a few days passed. to deliver the letter. BHITRTHTH LV
Idon’t know where
< =y tolook for them.
I
>
[}
FRATRVEIIHGE oA
WO EZIZEL DA
I told them, come by boat,
but when and where will
it come? o° hLix
HRXxy 7T
Next I'll try the
refugee camp.
\
<ot
VIR . (AIAY-1N
BRI H! Potiii! HETL VLD
So glad, It’s OK.
There you are! I finally found you! Aslong as we
have each other.
4 .
BALLXYUTIiBVIL
Moglhol3l
iyThndvvor
DHhoLLT
Iwanted tolet youknow Z®HALZIL
we got to the camp. ZobIZEBERC .
ButIdidn’t know how. @A b Llkobeot
N~ , FLUAER DS S
I'm sorry. To get here
L we lost everything we had. Now we can
start a new life.
ZULT BATY
b T e BAA 1Y K FHROBIANE BYELTEET
i vl BIET B Aol v 73 Ican definitely
AFR FoKklICcBRMMTEERELE make a living for

Leck, his wife and
children entered Thailand’s
Nongkhai Refugee Camp.

Hearing that Japan was accepting
refugees from Indochina from Dec.
1979, Leck applied to move to Japan.

BARDOTET
iz ki by

BRR&LELI

Iworked in a company
in Japan, and
was an interpreter.

myself in Japan.

Ly 7—=xI31979F12AIC
SHAZAHEDE—HEE LT
ZERRAXICAE

In Dec. 1979, Leck’s family

was among the first refugees
from Laos to fly to Japan.




Z UTRHQ®D
EREFBEE > I —ICAFRLE

Then they entered the RHQ Center
for refugee residence in Ehime.

KXi&lE 3 nAOBXEHEZZ(TT
RHQIEREEF(BE > 9 —&BMULT
BiELE

The family studied Japanese at the RHQ
Ehime Center for three months,

and then were able to live on their own.

FLLLARDERIC
BDIoKR TPELNBEF
CITHAREEZEAT We can send the kids
ZATEIEEETES to a Japanese school.

It’s like a dream come true.
If we study Japanese and
work, we’ll make a living.

N\

F 0 A EXFMIC
RHQAHIE(E(BE L > 9 —DFEL
T* AHROZF [T AND
FRBHISEATLS

Then an RHQ Center for refugee

residence opened in the city of
Yamato in Kanagawa and began

Ly 7Sz Lahs5
#BHSFKBEITBZSHRAHRELED
HEZADKDICHE DI

While working at his company,

Leck began helping out other

refugees from Laos after work.

accepting refugees from Laos.

HoERFfOEE. AEROREH
S & FFO

Leck soon became well known for his

skill as an interpreter and his helpful
generosity when working with people.

Ly 7l
#HR/[BOEET
IEzBHBI &R
KigE &6

/|| BEFEHIC
gloL7

Leck began working at a
company in Kanagawa and
the family moved to the
nearby city of Ayase.

RHQXHEE(REL>I—Hh5H
EUEUSZBEERINE

Soon, the RHQ Yamato Center

began asking him for assistance

on a regular basis.

wEAIFE SN

Ly 706 EICIEV>EWRUIC
EERPEIEER. REERGED

Before long, Leck was constantly getting
requests to serve as an interpreter and counselor
for peolpe with problems in their life or jobs.

HEBERSFABEHATED L
Ly 73 HBanFEuLz
F3LSCHo

When the Laotian Association

in Japan was founded, he helped
out there as well.

wR) || REHE. BER. AT, fEHIATHO
HEZESONEANREEFEHNEEREICH
{EFarEnic

Soon he was given responsibility instructing

the children of foreigners by four Kanagawa

cities of Ayase, Ebina, Yamato and Hadano.
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MIRFI~NRET A ERLAKTE
BAEF#LTETHEOLOVAR

I have a problem with the

documents I have to submit to
the city hall because the Japanese
is too difficult to understand.

/v

1980FEXDBERIEEE
SEAICHLT
HANEHETREN S
In the 1980s, Japanese
society still wasn’t open

to accept foreigners.

FELHERT

FERIOVTVII VWL

It seems that my children can’t
keep up with their studies at

school.

/4

BEDEE -BIREADLVEF-

ALHHTOIZFAT

FRIBEONTRE STV

The language barrier, unfamiliar

o

life conditions and the insecurity
found in unfamiliar places.

FICAEZLTTS
BEALYROIEH LD
Hilkvo

Even though I do the same
work, I get paid less than
the Japanese employees.

HRMEZTII2=5F 1 %1EV
HEEHTBICDONT
BAHHEOEIEZBSDORASA
FERYICHE->TULOE

As refugee communities grew

and the people entered society,

it became clear how unprepared
Japanese were to accept them.

Ly 73218z Lah s
RHQXHEEREEL>I—D
HMEARBOOMEREL LT
SHARHRDI=HD
FW—BEKKSICEE
While working at a company,

a call center was set up at the
RHQ Yamato Center that enabled
Leck to work even harder to help
Laotian refugees.




) ZARBSEIEE
—RESIAToTVRAR
Is it already this late?
Where have you been?

EZEoTVwLTLL!

FRIAZIZERE V!

What does it matter!
It’s not your business.

BEHPREHETITH>THS
—BRLFE L LOREREN
TElRHTH

Since my wife left home
the distance between my

children and me has grown.

QLY TFELILE
BTRAELRORVWEDRWHYS
MEDLECELLT S
Having to raise the children by

himself made him stricter with
them than necessary.

5% ZEDEHTH
B Ln?!

A Laotian name is

embarrassing?

IFAANDXAL.
CDFILHT
B¥hLuvzicksT
LEotzDH?!

Has Laotian culture, language

and pride become just an
embarrassment for this child!

HHWLIg--
How sad this makes
me feel ...
Oo°
Oom
FAHELLLT VB BiC

VODRICHhRIEL
CARICHDHEENTLES
I've been too busy to even notice

the distance that has grown
between the family and me.

Ve
FAIBRIRIZEHT .
BARI OB [= 4] >TEBEH S5
FHLILETR Mo Lihoh
BhoteDh-- If there is a phone call from
Has coming to Japan Masae, its for me.
been a sad thing for
our family? \

\ -~ J

—

O

o
S* AFED BN
BhLodrs
BAREBOLFIEZIZOD
Having a Laotian name
embarrassed me,
so I took a Japanese name.

D
(@)
>

o
N
N

- [BERTEE3]

LVH0Dik

EFI30HTERDN?

Is that what it means to
live in Japan?




I LAERTEINED Ly 73R & —#EICRLE

SHADTEbIbI S5+ ABHET
SR AR T IY S*ABOHFHEE. Xk, BEE.
There are sure to be more RIiEEELEZHATLED
and more Laotian children At the Laotian lan I
) S guage classes
born in Japan now - Leck started with friends they also

taught reading and writing,
Laos culture, history and folk dance.

SAAANRDIZSH AZED

SARXLBH O BOFE B o)
SIETRWVITRWV! @) ZOEHCLY—B

We can’t let them grow up not HZEANBESICEH T

knowing Laotian language or L
the culture of Laos. For these activities he
worked even harder.

(Wmemsss sl
EBTIIEIALBIETTY
SAANLLTO®ED % o
BALEOES T EUE =X

It may be hard to change society,

but if we can only help the people o
who gather here remember their g
pride as Laotians ... —
J SRIRODIZEILLTY

WoOh-

...even ifit is toolate to reach
my daughter’s heart ...

[35F#] KEDTLIEA R DBF
3 Years later BREEZPRYIL
ZETP R THINT

At employment consultation
at college my first name was
crossed out in red.

ARHF DEHIL %
MBTELV T

They said I can’t apply
for ajob with a name in
Japanese phonetic
letters.

)

BATES LI?!

A% NT
Dear, what’s the matter?
Why are you crying?

e Tee Ve ~
o sat SN ERPRUT
ZBDLRAT 2 DFHREE
7 ‘| — -
THLI BADBEL B TOEOL
Then don’t apply ZNTLEY VDD
fiokz Eﬁgg)any I'm sorry this child was born with
) aname that brought her shame.
Education in Japan wasn’t enough? o
< S
(@)
o @,
° LHTHEFSHT
—ADARELT
RTUihizvor?
Jeres I Beingjudged by her name?
L
BHORES S Can’t she be judged by the

BRIAVRLTRS

Asyour father, I will
find a job for you.

person that she is?

22



RIFL Y 7DHUELDOREIC
mERE L

Leck’s daughter finally got a job

-
in a company of his friend. TBRIALLESL

Dad, canIask
you something?

LiEFEFs<LT—
Sometime later ...

VWELRDESLEAR

HARIEHST VI
SF AFELDIC
All of a sudden, you want

to learn the language
you used to hate?

WS HREBEHAT

Can you teach me to
speak Laotian?

RRHEFXAOTIHIZHETE2H,6
FCBRTETLASHT
Our company President is going to

Thailand on business and he wants
me to go along as an interpreter.

FAIXAFELS A REE
TERVHSTEH-6
When I said that I didn’t
know Thai or Laotian...

EinrED . Ran
XEREELOIC Ll bhor Lo BZTRE D6
Not knowing the OK, I got it. I will do my best

language of country
where I was born,

\

MOoLWREAT
bolcvizvoT

they said it was
such a waste.

Hin?!
What?

Tz
Wb e AN S AEE
FHARLTA!7?!

This is amazing.
My sister is studying
Laotian!

to teach you.

HYHL>S
Thanks.

Ehotzlz
R3A

Great, isn’t it,
Dad.

Tok
DELTI AR
You were always worrying
about this, weren’t you.

hiot
HB30—1

Quiet down
won’t you!



~aDEREVZIE
BLENIAL KL DH

Worried? Are you OK?
-3 livgl P74

ANGAATAEAIZVIED

You’er into motorcyles
lately. Any worries?

/

J

HBOWFsRIDHHBL
FELPTUL
FOMEICRNBAR
They are easy to talk to

since we like the same things.
It’s easy to make friends.

LD
NAZ=FRL2LVHT
Don’t worry. Motorcycles
doesn’t mean I’ve gone bad.

AN

RIALGVDAT B D6
FAIEH->TH6-TAD

The guys who are kind to
me are all about your age. “HHNIFVDIZ
Lo»YLTB”»T

LD RS TEN—L—H
3% AoT
EROVLE->HTS

The guys I ride with like
the same Harley as mine and

they are all older guys.

smart for my age".

V LThey say "I'm

2o, beAlk
BIFHTEAK L

Is that so. You've
gotten familiar with
them then.

L

BAEFEZIRAS

OK. Let’s get Japanese
citizenship.

-
BAEANIR>THEIZR-T
b2 H->TH65T
HBARTEIRLI NS LIS

If we become Japanese, become

it will be easier for us to all
live together.

friends, have them get to know us,

J

E5%-T?

How can we?

24

RBARLESLI:D
RIA??

What'’s this idea all
of a sudden, Dad?

HiE-IFELED-
PEY

Having things that
you all like. I see.

[#rRE] > T
ZENZES> R

name Niioka?

How about the

[vovhazry]|D

[#rl #©

The same Shin
(Nii) as our

SINGKHAMTANH.
Td
But,
SAAANDBRbTHLENT

FETVoNBEISICHLED

We should also not forget that
we are Laotian and we like
ourselves for what we are.




EBXS A B
BEICESTFARAAISDEFGZESEY
2003FICTA AN b I —&RHE L
The Laos Cultural Center in Japan was

founded in 2003 with contributions

gathered from Laotians living in Japan

to promote Laotion culture.

Ly 7l
TEEERS A ABEOHINEHELT
i EFROEE H (T

BIEZSAZAHSBETIREREL

Leck was put in charge of Public Relations,
working with the local community and inviting
Laotian priests to Japan.

K
KT
IMRICF2EDESL
DPRLS
Coming here to pray
before the Buddha
statue brings peace to

the soul.

J

ZIHERIAD
SF 2L Dh

This is Dad’s Laos,
isn’tit.

/

KPR EEDHERD
i &%)

Most are refugees who have
graduated from arts schools.

FF ALBDILIKE

SHAADY VKRILD

g [9—ML7>] ZEIILE
Buddhist sculptures from Laos

Buddhism and a Pagoda
(That Luang) were constructed.

BEOERZEHEDHIHE
Xkt 9 —BHEREEEIIC
F<Bbo1

He was also deeply involved
as head of the Laos
Association in Japan and

the Cultural Center.

BHSADLEREL
SARIZND

[t khahz
Listening to the Priest’s

teachings make me feel
like I am in Laos.

FIBSFANDEY I

We are the pride of

the people of Laos.
BHIILbDSARTEDHBAN

And it is also your Laos.

4

[BERDOSHZAAN] D81
fEotcAtd

We created this for all
the Laotians of Japan.

AR EE>I—(F
BEATESTSHAAD
DORLY)PRICE S 7=
The Laos Cultural Center

became home in the hearts
of Laotians living in Japan.




EFNH 5106
10 years later

3434 DOTEET
BRARLELI:

I appreciate all
you have done.

HYHLHITECET

Thank you so much

FESA
BENhSETLR!
Niioka-san,
thanks for all

the hard work. SELFFEL LY
RATLIR
This was another H. KfE!
L great ceremony. Ambassador!
Tb2A2H
ZITOFDEZBY
Bbohil
But I feel my work

here is coming to

an end. /7 \

BiRLT
FFRKEIREL 20k
ZAZTVABATY

I want to retire and return
to Laos with permanent
residency.

LLubeA

ALEIZSHRZTob2ID?
Grandpa, are you really
going back to Laos?

25tih

BARZLESILTY
ZRERREPNERERIEA
Well ... In Japan, when I'm
old it’s a hospital or a home
for the elderly.

BR3A
BB KIFSIZE DA

Dad, you love your
homeland, don’t you.

AN

FRIABERDSHAADIDIZ
—&E»ITRILTUNIARL

Dad, you sure worked so hard all your

life for the people of Laos in Japan.

26

£ INIABET
IAANG LVWRER® ES5LTHRYIK
MWz 1K Th Zobeiblh
You really want to go

I'was bornin Laos and
back, don’t you.

I want to spend my last
days as a Laotian.

-~
ALK FA—EERAKENG
It’s OK! DELEVT

I'm always here,
so don’t worry.

/

\

TOAALLEENT

WML LDHV?

But won’t you be

lonely if you leave 254!

us all? EB3ALALLA!

Yes! Please take care
of him, Mother-in-law.




FDEIFRICT
Later in Laos ...

- BATE
TRULTAP D

I hope everyone is

doing well.

faz.
RIZEZT30?
What are you
thinking about?

LeRBhz
A2

I hope everyone is
doing well.

-
EInZEb-TH
FRIDAEEST
BERIZIT DD
EOLIKAKAI

this river again and

BEDOZL
BulLTho3
I’'m thinking
about Japan.

[VoZ sy hbry] »6
[(#EEE (=44 73em))

From LECK SINGKHAMTANH
to the name Niioka Fumihiro.

CDJI|ZiE-TBFI
BARACRZLIE
Bblhhrolklks
Back when I crossed

this river,I had noidea LECK SINGKHAMTANH.
I’d become Japanese.

ELTE:1:
TvoZz oo Hhary]h--

And then back again to

If I was reborn,
Iwonder if I'd cross

go to Japan.
\§ J
FIKOT?
Swim it again?
2025%

Ly 20857 ABHFD
O EZIITSARICKERETS
In 2025, Leck will return to Laos

with the permission of Laos
government for permanent residency.

ZOERFOBRRI

EALRRBRU R

What would

Japan be like then?
VWEED Lo L BIREDEAT
HEALEAP TV
ek 60vng
Would it be more open to

diversity than now, and easy
for foreigners to live there.

SRRITHT
TIBCe L

Now we can go by
plane, can’t we.

BARESH X (E2024£(12
E3EII70FAEZ MR 7=
In 2024, Japan and Laos

celebrated their 70th year
of diplomatic relations.




(
|H;

2024F12R8H(B). SMHEIFHBX EDH1E
TIHASHEEHAER#EREDDEL] ZJICA
WIKOBIE CRRE#EX) THELELL.
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